
 
 

SSAFA Adoption Service 
 

INTER COUNTRY ADOPTION 
 
 
Information for people thinking of adopting a child from another country. 
 
SSAFA Adoption Service no longer carries out assessments of prospective adopters who 
wish to adopt a child from another country (inter country adoption); however services are still 
available for people within the military community. 
 
People living in the UK will need to apply to a Local Authority or a Voluntary Adoption 
Agency, which covers the area in which they live. 
 
People stationed in overseas commands may apply to Coram and The Intercountry Adoption 
Centre (ICA). These agencies have an agreement with SSAFA Adoption Service to consider 
applications for inter country adoption from prospective adopters from the overseas military 
community. However they do not have to take on this work.  
 
These agencies have their own procedures and costs and these are the same for any 
prospective adopter who wishes to be assessed for inter country adoption. You can contact 
each agency for details of their criteria and terms. 
 
NB. This information does not apply to people living in the military community in overseas 
commands who are adopting a child or children in the UK through SSAFA Adoption Service 
(domestic adopters). 
 
Information about inter country adoption can be obtained from various internet websites and 
other voluntary adoption agencies. These are listed at the end of this leaflet. 
 
Prior to contacting an adoption agency about adopting a child form overseas, it is wise to 
consider what questions you may be asked and your answers to these. 
 
Questions that any agency will ask you are: 
 
As there are so many children in the UK of all ages needing an adoptive family, you need to 
be very clear about your reasons for wanting to adopt a child from another country. If you 
have never considered adopting a child from within the UK (domestic adoption), it is worth 
finding out more about it. You can do this by contacting SSAFA Adoption Service or through 
accessing First4Adoption or BAAF. 
 
What country? 
 
The Agency will be interested in your reason for choosing a specific country and you will be 
expected to have some knowledge of that country and its adoption requirements. 
 
You also need to think about how you would help a child to maintain a positive link with their 
country of birth, perhaps through following some cultural traditions, or visiting the country 
through the child’s life. Joining local support groups may also be a possibility. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Meeting the costs of inter country adoption 
 
Being assessed as inter country adopters and subsequently adopting a child from overseas 
is a costly process. All agencies charge for your assessment as inter country adopters. 
There are legal and travel costs to and from the country from which you wish to adopt a 
child. Additionally some countries demand that you stay in that country for a period of time 
prior to returning to the UK. You may also have to pay another agency working in the 
sending country (the country of origin for the child), to process your matching with a child. 
 
Validity of overseas adoption orders in the UK 
 
Not all foreign adoption orders are recognised in the UK. This will mean that some children 
need to be readopted in the UK once you return and your local authority or an adoption 
agency will need to monitor the placement until the adoption is legalised. Further country 
specific information will be available from PACT and the IAC and can also be obtained via 
the Department for Education (DfE). 
 
Are you thinking of adopting a relative from an overseas country? 
 
It is not straightforward to adopt a relative from an overseas country, particularly if the child 
you wish to adopt is already being cared for by a member of their family. You would be 
advised to seek legal advice regarding you plans before proceeding as this can be a 
complex process.  
 
You need to ask the Home Office (www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk) if you would be allowed to 
bring the child into this country should that child be available for adoption in their country of 
origin. If the Home Office confirms that you can bring the child into the UK, then you can 
speak to an adoption agency about approval to adopt in this country. However, if the Home 
Office does not give this confirmation, you should consult a lawyer specialising in 
immigration issues. 
 
Contacts 
 
Intercountry: 
 
Coram 
Coram Campus, 41 Brunswick Square, London WC1N 1AZ.  
Tel: 020 7520 0300.  
adoption@coram.org.uk. 
http://www.coram.org.uk/how-we-do-it/adoption  
 
Inter Country Adoption Centre 
Helpline: 0208 447 4753 
http://www.icacentre.org.uk/ 
 
Home Office 
www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk for immigration enquiries or 0044 870 606 7766 
 
Dept. of Education  
www.education.gov.uk 
 
Domestic: 
 
First4Adoption 
http://www.first4adoption.org.uk/ 



 
 

 
British Agencies for Fostering and Adoption (BAAF) 
www.baaf.org.uk 
For England: www.baaf.org.uk/england 
For Northern Ireland: www.baaf.org.uk/ni 
For Scotland: www.baaf.org.uk/scotland 
For Wales: www.baaf.org.uk/wales 
 
 
Enquiries about the SSAFA Adoption Service may be directed to adoption@ssafa.org.uk or 
020 7463 9326 
 


